



file_0.png


file_1.wmf









Document: Normal.dot
Author: 
Save Date: 00/00/0000
Page 1 of 1



*Presenter: Martin Lindsay (M)


M:	Hello. I’m Martin Lindsay from the Study and Learning Centre at RMIT University. This is a short movie on adding decimals.

Let’s start with this example, 3.04 plus 17 plus 21.479. First of all set out the decimals as shown. A couple of things to notice here. The first thing is that the 17 has been turned into a decimal, in other words, it’s now 17.000. Why? Because the 21.479 decimal has got three numbers after the decimal point. They’re called decimal places. So the 17 has three decimal places as well. Notice also the 3.04 has got an additional decimal place to make it three decimal places as well. So notice how the columns line up, each of the decimals has now got three decimal places.

The other thing to notice are the decimal points have been lined up in one column, and that’s most important. So let’s go ahead and do the addition. Starting with the right-hand column, zero plus zero plus nine is nine. The next column, four plus seven is 11, which is one and we carry the one shown in red and put it next to the four. The next column, zero plus zero plus four plus one is five. Now moving onto the other side of the decimal points, three plus seven plus one is 11, which is one and we carry the one as we did with the other one. In other words, we now have to add one plus two plus one which gives us four. So the answer to this decimal addition is 41.519.

Now do some questions for yourself. The answers to these questions are on the next slide. Thank you for watching this short movie.


